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difficulty of the process that frets and wearies us
here, yet we must remember that this is a merely
"factitious concept/' whose content we cannot pre-
sent to ourselves; that it is got by an elimination of
elements from life whose elimination is for us un-
thinkable ; that it leaves us, as before, with the revealed
confession of agnosticism on our lips : " Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard; nor hath it entered into
the heart of man to conceive." Reason can never
read the riddle ; Revelation speaks to us only in the
language of prophetic symbolism.

In manustuas Donline ! it is best, with blind resigna-
tion, to render up our lives into the hands of God
who gave them. To dispute with others over these
fundamental truths of faith is but waste of breath,
for they must be worked out and won by each one
for himself, and cannot be communicated or forced
upon the mind. The need and desire to believe them
is the condition of the corresponding insight and of
its preservation and deepening; and this need and
desire are the fruit of our freely chosen attitude
towards life. To multitudes these beliefs are given
by tradition, yet they are dead words, seed lying idly
by the wayside, till they are taken into the heart;
till inward experience has created the desire and
need of them. Others, who reject them on their
intellectual side, and as they are formulated in the
language of a philosophy which puzzles them, confess
them in their hearts and lives, in every movement of
which these beliefs are unconsciously implicated.
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